PEC

Pickwick Electric Cooperative

Reflections of the past

F

or 73 years, Pickwick Electric
Cooperative has been a vital part
of the local communities we serve.
As we enter into this new year of
service, it is also a good time to
look at our past to better understand
why our electric cooperative was
organized.
Electric cooperatives such as Pickwick Electric were formed in the mid
to late 1930s and into the 1940s to provide electric service for rural areas.
Investor-owned utilities said they were
not interested in providing electricity to
these areas because it wasn’t financially feasible. In other words, the rural
areas of Tennessee were so sparsely
populated that there would not have
been enough customers per mile of line
to make it profitable.
So what did these rural residents
do? They got together and came up
with the idea of forming their own
business to provide their own electricity. That idea resulted in the formation of Pickwick Electric Cooperative
on Dec. 16, 1935.
PEC was formed as a consumerowned, nonprofit organization with
each customer being one of its owners. As a member, your interest in the
co-op is represented by the men and
women elected by the members to
serve on the board of directors. This

board sets the policies for the operation of your cooperative.
PEC was founded on the idea that
the cost of electricity to its memberowners would be just what it cost to
provide that electricity. This idea continues today. Your electric cooperative
is still nonprofit, and your rates are
still based on what it costs to provide
your electricity.
Today, as in the beginning, electric
cooperatives across the nation provide electric service to some of the
most sparsely populated areas. PEC is
among those, serving an average of
10 customers per mile.
We owe our cooperative and the
people who came together to form it a
debt of gratitude. These early pioneers went about their task with a
unique passion. They knew they were
doing great things for their communities, and they took pride in their
accomplishments. We must never forget their commitments and the struggles they encountered.
As we look back on the past 70plus years of cooperative success, we
must also look toward the years to
come. It is now our challenge to make
your electric cooperative even
stronger, strong enough to withstand
the winds of change and the demands
the future will bring.
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PEC offers
additional
services
P

ickwick Electric Cooperative’s top priority is to provide
our members with excellent service at the lowest possible cost. For our members who would like to participate,
PEC offers these additional services:
Heat pump financing program
This program offers loans of up to $10,000 for one unit
and $12,500 for two units, an interest rate of 8 percent and a
finance period up to 120 months with payments added back
to the electric bill. Applicants must meet requirements.
New home program
Rebates of $200 are available for all-electric new homes
that meet program standards.
Surge protection
PEC offers the installation of a lightning arrester at the
weatherhead for a one-time fee of $50, which may also be
added to your electric bill.
Outdoor lighting
Monthly fees vary.

guaranteed not to differ more than 20 percent from
the customer’s average bill from month to month.
It is important to remember that there will be
months when your overall account balance will be
a credit and other periods when this account will
show you owe more than your monthly levelized
payment. As long as you continue to pay the level
payment amount each month, your account will
be automatically adjusted to keep it from accumulating too much of a credit or debit balance.
This plan won’t affect the amount of electricity used or how much is paid for each kilowatthour. Meter readings of these accounts will still
be required each month.
In order for a customer to be eligible for levelized billing,
there must be at least 12 months of continuous service and
the account must be paid in full and have a fair or better pay
rating with the cooperative. Once a customer
has signed up for levelized billing and
decides he or she no
longer wants to participate, all the member
has to do is call the
PEC office and ask to
be removed from the program.
Bill payment information
Payments will be accepted by bank draft, credit card,
mail, night drop box or in person.
Commercial and industrial program
Assistance with expansions, wiring, power factor recommendations, heating and cooling loads and lighting are available at no charge to the customer.

Levelized billing plan
Energy audit
Levelized billing is being offered to our customers as a
A free energy audit of your home or business is available
means to even out their monthly electric payments. By parupon request.
ticipating in this program, memLighting and sound equipment
bers will be able to smooth out
Stage lighting, sound equipthe high and low seasonal fluctument and projectors are available
For more information
ations in their electric bills.
at no charge.
on these or other
With levelized billing, the
monthly bill amount will autoSchool and community
services from
matically be recalculated each
programs
month. A separate calculation is
This includes high-voltage
Pickwick Electric
made on each service based on
demonstrations, Louie the LightCooperative, call
the levelized billing formula.
ning Bug program, In Concert with
A safety calculation of 120 perthe Environment, Youth Leadership
731-645-3411
cent has been implemented to keep
Summit, 4-H Electric Camp, Washa customer’s levelized bill from
ington Youth Tour Writing Contest
or visit
jumping too much from one month
and Tennessee Council of Cooperawww.pickwick-electric.com tive Young Leaders Conference.
to the next. This means a bill is
January 2008
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Blazing the skies

Usually when you think of remote control planes, you enviust west of the Harrison/McGarity Bridge that crosses the
scenic Tennessee River, an airfield has been constructed. sion a plane about the size of a kite soaring through the sky. But
This airfield near Crump is not a place where passenger planes this is not always the case when the SkyBlazers meet. Some
come to land but rather the home base of the SkyBlazers planes flown at the SkyBlazers’ Airfield are as big or bigger
than picnic tables.
Remote Control Flying Club.
The sizes of remote control planes are recognized in scales
Club members meet at this location to fly their remote control aircraft, enjoy the camaraderie with fellow members and such as 1/4 — meaning that the plane is 1/4 or 25 percent the size
share their love for the sport. The club hosts two fly-ins each of a “real plane.” Once planes reach 30 percent or larger, a trailer is required to transport them to and from the airfield.
year — during the first weekends of May and October.
Because some of the planes are so
Each fly-in is an all day event that
large, safety has become a major concern.
offers hot meals in a family environment.
With this in mind, club members have put
It’s also a good opportunity for the Skyin place some extensive expansions to
Blazer Club members to showcase their
keep spectators and pilots safe while the
flying skills to other members and those
airfield is in use. For instance, more than
in attendance. No admission is charged
600 feet of chain link fencing has been
for the general public, but each of the
added to keep people at a safe distance
other club members are required to pay a
from the airstrip. Before takeoff of each
$15 landing fee to help support the Skyflight, the pilot does a range check to
Blazers Chapter.
make sure he/she has full control of the
The club has 41 acres of open land for
airplane. Frequency control is another
members only to use. This area offers a
large space for recreational flights and is SkyBlazer club member Don Doran pre- important part of safety to assure that
pares his plane for flight.
planes won’t crash during flight.
unobstructed by trees.
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Most people can get into the sport by purchasing a starter
plane kit, which usually costs about $400 and requires a few
hours of assembly time. Larger planes can cost in excess of
$15,000 and can take hundreds of hours to build and maintain.
Swap meets are a good place to purchase used equipment to get
started, and area clubs usually host these during the winter
months.
Currently, the SkyBlazers club has 27 members. The club is
a nonprofit organization, and all dues go back into the club
account. The open membership fee is $100 per year if the member agrees to help mow the field twice a year; otherwise the fee
is $200. For senior club members (ages 65 to 70) the membership fee is half that per year, and members age 71 and older are
free. Membership also requires joining the Academy of Model
Aeronautics (AMA) at a cost of $58 per year.
Each SkyBlazers member receives a key to the property and
can fly anytime at their convenience. Children under the age of
18 can fly at the airfield but must have a parent or guardian join
and stand in as the actual member.
Tournaments are held throughout the year at various locations all over the United States. Participants are judged on precision aerobatics and flight maneuvers.
“I like to fly for the fun and enjoyment of the sport,” said
Club President Gene Rushing. “Most of the guys that fly in
these tournaments eat, drink and sleep it.”
If you have an interest in flying and want to join others as
they blaze the skies, then club membership might be the

Pickwick Electric Cooperative

Club President Gene Rushing stands with one of his 40-percent
planes at the SkyBlazers Airfield near Crump.

answer. For more information, call Rushing at 731-239-4620 or
visit the SkyBlazers Web site at http://skyblazersairpark.tripod.com.
Have a safe flight.

Estimating appliance and home electronic energy use

I

f you’re trying to decide whether to invest in a more energy-efficient appliance or you’d like to determine your electricity loads, you may want to estimate appliance energy consumption.
You can use this formula to estimate an appliance’s energy
use:
Wattage x hours used per day x days used per year ÷ 1,000 =
kilowatt-hour (kwh) consumption per year
For example:
Personal computer (120 watts) and monitor (150 watts):
(120 watts + 150 watts) x 4 hours per day x 365 days per year
÷ 1,000 = 394 kwh/year
Then, calculate the annual cost to run an appliance by multiplying the kwh per year by your local utility’s rate per kwh
consumed.
394 kwh x $0.104 (current national average) = $40.98 per year

You can usually find the wattage of most appliances
stamped on the bottom, back or nameplate. The wattage listed is the maximum power drawn by the appliance. Since
many appliances have a range of settings, the actual amount
of power consumed depends on the setting used at any one
time.
Here are some examples of the range of nameplate
wattages for various household appliances:
• Clothes washer: 350-500 watts
• Clothes dryer: 1,800-5,000 watts
• Microwave oven: 750-1,100 watts
• Television, 36-inch: 133 watts
• Water heater (40-gallon): 4,500-5,500 watts
• Refrigerator (frost-free, 16 cubic feet): 725 watts
Source: U.S. Department of Energy — Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy
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Let us help you buy an energy-efficient heat pump

I

f you need a new central heating and cooling system, why
not consider a heat pump? The heat pump is a system that
heats in the winter, cools in the summer and is safe and energy-efficient to operate year-round.
Since 1979, Pickwick Electric Cooperative and TVA have
offered a popular heat pump financing program to our consumers. Low-interest financing is available for an energy-efficient heat pump
installation and any necessary weatherization measures.
Weatherization requirements include a
minimum R-19 attic insulation, caulking
and weatherstripping. Storm windows
can be financed in conjunction with the
heat pump.
“Our financing program makes loans
available up to $10,000 for the financing
of one unit and $12,500 for two units,”
says Kevin Roy, PEC electrification
advisor. “The interest rate is 8 percent for up to 120
months.”
“Most people finance their heat pump for 120 months and
have the option of paying it off at any time with no penalty,”
Roy said.
To be eligible for the heat pump financing program, a
member must meet the following qualifications:

• Must have electric service in their name.
• Must be the registered property owner.
• Must pass a credit check.
Once the homeowner is approved, they are given a list of
participating dealers who have agreed to use materials and
install the heat pump according to TVA standards. The member then chooses a contractor from that list
to do the work.
After the heat pump has been installed
with any necessary weatherization measures, an inspection is performed to certify
that program standards and requirements
have been met.
Once the inspection is complete, PEC
will bill the member each month on their
electric bill until the loan is repaid. A
member borrowing the maximum of
$10,000 for one unit would have a
$121.32 monthly payment.
However, most heat pump installations cost less than
$10,000. Participating in this program assures the homeowner that they are getting what they paid for: an energy-efficient
heat pump system.
For more information on how you can finance a heat
pump, contact the PEC member relations department at 6463786, 646-3825 or 646-3764.

Quality Contractors Network of Participating Members
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AD Service and Sheet Metal

Cooper Heating and Air

Maxedon Electric and Plumbing

Savannah, TN 38372

Savannah, TN 38372

Selmer, TN 38375

731-925-5735

731-925-4104

731-645-5956

Armour Brothers Co.

Danny Roberts Heating and Air

Sid Burks Heating and Air

Selmer, TN 38375

Selmer, TN 38375

Adamsville, TN 38310

731-645-6340

731-645-6487

731-632-1122

Bell Refrigeration Heating and Air

Harbin Heating and Air

Yancey Heating and Air

Savannah, TN 38372

Counce, TN 38326

Corinth, MS 38834

731-926-2447

731-689-3651

662-287-8022
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